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with patience and great silence, made no other return but that of a greater
obsequiousness, and waited an opportunity to make him sensible of his
mistake when that was necessary.   And as many as followed her advice
in this respect towards their husbands rejoiced in the experience of the
comfort and advantages which accrued to them from their patience and
complaisance;  while those that did not follow it continued still in their
vexations and sufferings.   One of the happy fruits Monica reaped from
her patience was her husband's conversion to Christ;   who thereupon
became chaste and faithful in all the duties of a good Christian;  he died
the year after he had been baptized.   By mildness she also gained, both
to her own interest and to Christ, her froward mother-in-law.    Our saint
had an excellent talent at making peace among neighbours when any
falling out had happened among them;   on which occasion, such was
the energy and the spirit of tender charity with which she delivered her-
self that she seemed instructed by her interior Master in what she said.
It was her great delight to serve the poor, supplying their wants with
cheerfulness and liberality.    She assisted daily at the holy oblation of
the altar, and never failed to go to church twice a day, morning and night,
to assist at public prayer and the dispensation of the divine word, having
eternity always in her thought.   She studied to imitate the actions of the
saints who were in possession of immortal bliss;  and, full of confidence
in their intercession, she often visited the tombs of the martyrs.1    She
well knew that, in matters relating to religion and a Christian life, nothing
should be looked upon as trifling and insignificant;   and that the least
actions become great when done for God and with great fervour.    Her
exercises of piety did not hinder her attention in watching over the
education of her children, in which God Almighty gave her great occasion
of merit and suffering, particularly in Austin, that he might more amply
crown her care in the end.   He was born in November 354.   As he grew
up, she endeavoured continually to instil into him sentiments of piety,
but fell into an unperceived passion and immoderate desire that he should
excel in learning; though she flattered herself that she regarded this only
as a means whereof he might one day make a good use to the honour of
God.   Her husband earnestly desired the same thing, because he looked
upon it as the greatest step whereby his son could raise himself in the
world.    In his infancy she had ranked him among the catechumens;
and once, in an illness, all things were prepared for his baptism, but
it was deferred.

Patricius died about the year 371. Austin, who was then seventeen
years of age, still continued his studies at Carthage, where, in 373, he
was seduced by the Manichees and drawn into that heresy.8 Monica,
being informed of his misfortune, grieved more bitterly for his spiritual
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